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Suggestions from Steve:  #87
Do You Act Like a Professional Performing Musician?

The following questions and answers are intended to find out whether or not you truly are, or are not... a professional musician.  Please  respond truthfully to the respective responses in order to determine your level of music professionalism:

1.)  Do you practice your instrument on a consistent basis (daily)? 

If you are a performing musician and don't practice consistently (for a lengthy period of time on a daily basis), you are not a professional musician.  Professional musicians are committed to improving themselves and their craft, which means that they practice a great deal.  

2.)  Do you consistently perform for free?

If you generally perform for no compensation (free), you are not a professional musician.  Professional musicians earn money ($$$) for their performances--they earn an income (money) for playing their instrument(s).  That is pretty much the bottom line.

3.)  Do you let club owners and other booking agents; managers; etc., take advantage of you?
Are you easily manipulated by music industry people that can (and will) take advantage of your talents?  Do you allow them to decrease the money that is due to you and/or your band?  Do you let them make unreasonable demands upon you, such as making you play with no "breaks" or performing for an excessive number of hours for inadequate compensation?  If you consistently play the role of musical "victim," you are not a professional musician.  Professionals stand-up for themselves and employ fair-minded negotiations on behalf of themselves and the other party.  During my lengthy career, I've turned down numerous people and situations because they were taking advantage of me--you have to be prepared to say NO occasionally in order to protect yourself and your musical talent.  Unfortunately, far too many proto-professional musicians acquiesce to undesirable situations, and by doing so, invalidate and diminish their musical talent.  Remember:  you have more power than you think you have.

4.)  Do you show up for musical engagements (gigs) musically unprepared?

From my perspective, this scenario is the most egregious of all musical sins.  If you have the audacity to appear on stage musically unprepared, you are not a professional musician.  Musical preparation is mandatory for all professional performing musicians and should never be compromised.

5.)  Do you consistently show up late for engagements (gigs)?
Professional musicians arrive early for performances and rehearsals.  They don't make excuses why they can't arrive on time--they understand that punctuality is a necessity in the performing arena.  If you are unable to be punctual and are prone to inconveniencing your peers because of your tardiness, you are not a professional musician.

6.)  Do you have a bad attitude on the bandstand?

Professional  musicians control their behavior when they're performing.  Even though they may be annoyed by any number of circumstances on-or-off the bandstand, they don't allow themselves to act like petulant children that don't get their way.  If you bring your bad attitude onto the bandstand, you are not a professional musician.

7.)  Do you keep your instrument(s) in good-working condition?

Professional musicians keep their instruments in good-working condition, otherwise they can't rely on them during performances.  If your instruments are unreliable and not well-maintained, you are not a professional musician.

8.)  Are you a member of the American Federation of Musicians?   
The American Federation of Musicians (AFM) is otherwise known as the Musicians Union.  The AFM was created to protect the performing; composing; arranging; etc., rights of professional musicians.  Moreover, through the AFM, its members can obtain musical instrument insurance; health care benefits; a pension plan and other necessities, including job referrals.  If you do not belong to the AFM, you are not a professional musician. 

9.)  Do you fulfill your musical obligations?  

Professional musicians honor and fulfill their musical obligations to their colleagues within the music business.  Even when difficult circumstances arise, they are dependable and capable of using their ingenuity and industriousness to finish the prearranged task.  If you do not take your musical responsibilities seriously and are known for letting your colleagues down, you are not a professional musician.

10.)  Do you network regularly with people within the music business? 

Professional musicians spend a considerable amount of time communicating with other people within the music industry.  They do so, because they want to establish mutually-beneficial inter-personal relationships with their peers and others within the music business.  These relationships can lead to opportunities that can enhance their music careers.  If you are not interested or inclined to establish these types of relationships, you are not a professional musician. 

The above questions and responses are intended as a 'reality check' for those musicians who consider themselves professionals.  If you've fallen short of your expectations, it is time to be proactive and to try and improve your attitude and your behavior.  The world of the professional performing musician is demanding and complex--the sooner you realize this, the more your chances of success will increase.
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