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Suggestions from Steve:  #84

Rhythm Section Summation:

Concert Jazz Band Retreat

August 22nd and 23rd, 2008

Westside High School

Roger Groth, Director
"Ten Concepts That Will Enhance Your Jazz Playing"

Recently, I was asked to be the rhythm section clinician for a very talented high school jazz band.  The following ten concepts I drafted were the result of working with the rhythm section and evaluating their performance over the course of a 3&1/2 hour clinic session.  Hopefully, the students will benefit from understanding and assimilating these concepts throughout the course of their jazz band tenure in high school.

1.)  Count Accurately.

Don't lose your place within the jazz band chart--trust your eyes and your ears.

2.)  Play Rhythms Correctly.

Rhythmic accuracy is essential when playing any music--not just jazz band music.

3.)  Provide Tasteful Musical Accompaniment for Soloists.

Keyboards and guitar must 'comp' (provide harmonic accompaniment) with balance and proportion when both are comping.  Comping is an art form and needs to be practiced and evaluated objectively.

4.)  Don't Overplay--edit your playing appropriately.

Learning to limit your playing to essential notes takes time and musical maturity. 

5.)  Be Skilled Playing in Multiple Musical Styles.

It is essential to understand how to interpret music in a variety of styles--especially Latin (Afro-Cuban and Afro-Brazilian).  You can never be too prepared in any one style.

6.)  Listen Carefully to the Other Rhythm Section Members.

Remember to interact with insightful musical intuition within the rhythm section--don't be afraid to establish eye contact with the other rhythm section members as well as developing acute listening skills.  Rushing and/or dragging the tempo(s) are not acceptable!

7.)  Play with Confidence; Boldness; Passion.....and Sensitivity.

Rhythm section personnel need to be all-things-to-all-people-at-all-times within the musical spectrum of a performance.

8.)  Know the Form of the Song/Chart and Trust Your Ears for all Musical Considerations.

Simply stated, "If you don't know the form of the tune, you don't know the song."  It is imperative that you know the form and the prevailing chord changes in any song you' re playing!

9.)  Incorporate Dynamics, Articulations and Musical Nuances Within Your Playing. Musicality is the essence of who you are and what you do as a musician.  The integration of the above considerations will make you a more musical jazz performer.

10.)  Be Prepared to Be a Compelling Soloist on Any Chart.

Rhythm section players are expected to be 'dynamic soloists'--so practice improvising over the chord changes of your songs in order to be adequately prepared for the inevitable solo.
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