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Respect Your Repertoire

As a musician, your ‘repertoire’ is the collection of songs (beats, grooves, chord voicings, etc. for rhythm section personnel) that you can play by memory whenever you choose to or are asked to play your instrument.  Why is a repertoire important?  Because as performing musicians, we are valued and evaluated by the music we are able to play.  If a musician has no repertoire, how can he or she be appreciated for their ability to demonstrate how well they play their instrument or to share their music with others?  The answer, quite simply, is that they can’t, which I feel is unfortunate.

Most young musicians have no repertoire and have no idea what the word even means.  Interestingly, there are many older musicians who also fail to have a repertoire, which in my estimation, is particularly sad.  Developing a repertoire involves learning songs, etc. and then maintaining them in order to have an accessible and fully-functioning repertoire from which to draw upon.  Many of my young private music students already have an evolving repertoire, which enables them to play for others and to take pride in their ability to express themselves musically. 
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 I highly recommend developing a musical repertoire in order to play music for yourself and others whenever the situation arises.
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