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In order to enrich your life, music can and should play a significant role throughout this personal journey.  Therefore, if the goal is to lead a more fulfilling and interesting life, how exactly can you become a more active participant in all that music has to offer you?  The following is a list of ten suggestions I've compiled that will hopefully assist you in your personal exploration of the vast world of music.

GOAL:  To become an active participant in musical activities throughout your lifetime. 

1.)  "Listen to a wide variety of music in many styles." 

a.  Ultimately, music is a 'listening' experience for players and audiences alike.  When you actively, not passively listen to music, your mind is stimulated and your entire emotional being can be transformed as you experience this profound art form on a deeper level of consciousness. 

 In order to truly experience the magnitude of music, I recommend that you listen (with an open mind...and ears) to a broad cross-section of different musical styles.  As is true with most people, certain musical styles are more appealing to them, which is why they tend to focus their listening on one or maybe two different styles.  If you are receptive to a greater variety of musical styles, you may surprise yourself and discover new and challenging musical worlds that you didn't know existed, and which you may ultimately find fascinating.  Radio stations; music stores; the internet; concert halls; clubs; churches; music festivals; etc., are places where you can listen to music. 

2.)  "Take private music lessons (vocal and/or instrumental)."

a.)  If you truly desire to increase your understanding of music, seriously consider taking private music lessons from a professional-caliber musician.  There are many instrumental categories from which to choose such as:  brass; woodwinds; percussion (includes piano); strings (includes guitar).  In addition, I enthusiastically encourage everyone to sing, whether you take vocal music lessons or not.  If you decide to take private lessons for only a relatively short time, you still will gain a deeper awareness of the joy of making music and sharing that experience with others.

3.)  "Participate in the instrumental and/or vocal music programs in your school."

a.)  There are many wonderful opportunities to express yourself creatively with your peers if you become involved in school music programs.  Moreover, you will develop close friendships via your participation in any of the following musical ensembles:  concert/symphonic band; marching band; jazz band; orchestra; chamber music ensembles and choir/chorus.  

4.)  "Start your own band."

a.)  Many young and older musicians have started their own bands.  These various rock; jazz; funk/R&B; Latin; etc., bands have provided a tremendous creative musical outlet for musicians.  In addition, most 'skilled' performing musicians are paid for their musical efforts, provided they have an appealing musical repertoire for their 'target' audience.

5.)  "Read books; journals; etc., about music and musicians."

a.)  If you're interested in any musical topic, go on the Internet or to your local library in order to gain valuable information.  With the advent of the Internet, you have instantaneous access to music subjects of your choosing.

6.)  "Create your own music-listening library on your IPOD."

a.)  Currently, it is very fashionable to personalize your own music library on an IPOD.  Remember to download music responsibly and never to become involved in illegal downloading of someone's copywritten musical property.

7.)  "Talk to musicians."
a.)  One of the best ways to learn about music...and most interesting, is to talk to musicians (peer musician-group; professional performers and teachers; recording engineers; etc.,).  Generally speaking, musicians are very receptive to answering questions about their craft.  Interestingly, vis-à-vis your conversations with musicians, you may become inspired to increase your understanding and involvement in music.  In the event you are interested in communicating with me, my email address is:  sraybine@cox.net and my website is www.steveraybine.com.  I look forward to hearing from you!

8.)  "Attend live music performances; concerts; clinics; master classes; etc."

a.)  As an addendum to a previous example (#1--Listen to a wide variety of music in many styles), there is no substitute for attending 'live' musical events.  Music is a communicative art form and is best experienced when musicians collectively share their talents during a live performance.

9.)  "Pursue a career in music or remain involved in music as an avocation (hobby)."
a.)  Some of you may decide to pursue a career in the music field, which will, in most instances, involve studying music at a music school upon graduation from high school.  Alternatively, you may decide to either 'minor' in music in order to further your musical education while majoring in some other discipline, or you may keep music as one of your lifelong hobby's.  If you do decide to major in music, you will have to decide what area of music you want to pursue such as:  music education; performance; recording and technology; music therapy; music retail; composing/arranging; church musician; etc., or a combination therein.

10.)  "Be a lifelong supporter of the arts."

a.)  One way to stay involved in music throughout your lifetime, is to be an active supporter of the arts.  Some opportunities that are available to you are:  donate money or help with fundraising activities that will provide necessary financial support for various musical activities; become a band, vocal music or orchestral assistant within a school system; help promote music events in your city; become a board member for some musical organization (local orchestra) or society (jazz or blues); assist the American Federation of Musicians (AFof M) Association in your area.  

In summation:  participation in music can be a rewarding and personally fulfilling lifelong endeavor.  I heartily encourage everyone to become more 
actively involved in any music-related activity that interests you.  If you do so, you will come to a more profound and deeper appreciation of what I consider to be the most incredible and wondrous art form any of us can ever experience--MUSIC!    

Copyright 2007 Steve Raybine

All Rights Reserved  

