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Suggestions from Steve:  #61
Vocal Audition Notes

One of my very talented vocal/piano students, Matt Topolski, is auditioning next week for a possible spot on the hit television show, American Idol.  Matt and I have worked extremely hard for 1 1/2 months preparing for his audition.  The following suggestions are my personal notes to Matt prior to his audition.  Remember:  in all performers' lives, they will have various auditions, but there is no substitute for being completely prepared (110%) and for maintaining the mental edge prior-to-and-during the actual audition.  The most important concept on any audition day is embodied in the words, Carpe Diem, which means, "Seize the day."    

Matt Topolski
American Idol:  2nd Round Audition
October 2, 2077

Qwest Center

Omaha, Nebraska

1.)  Clothing:

a.)  'dress' black slacks--ironed, not wrinkled

b.)  black belt, not brown

c.)  black knit shirt (wear out--if too long, tuck under a bit)--ironed, not wrinkled

d.)  'dress' black shoes--polished

e.)  black socks

e.)  white sport coat:  don't wear in car on way to Qwest Center--don't get it wrinkled before you stand in line with other auditionees

2.)  Grooming:

a.)  clean-shaven--no whiskers on neck (looks sloppy)

b.)  brush your teeth especially well before leaving the house

c.)  floss teeth--the judges will look at your teeth when you're singing, so they must be exceptionally clean

d.)  shower

e.)  comb your hair

f.)  trim your fingernails:  they'll look at your hands while you're singing and if they meet you after your audition

3.)  Incidentals:

a.)  take some hot tea in 'spill-proof' mug for your voice--DON'T spill on white coat!

b.)  take along 'breath' mints--bad breath is a big turn-off if they speak to you

c.)  don't show-up late for the audition

d.)  pitch pipe or tuning fork for A flat on 
"Lean on Me" (audition piece)--be very subtle with it

e.)  easy vocal warm-ups prior to singing--long tones (get the 'pipes' ready).  Hum if you have to, but try not to distract the other singers during your warm-up exercises

4.)  Audition:

a.)  RELAX and be CONFIDENT:  Remember; you're in control!  Never waver in your self-confidence!

b.)  Show them how talented you are--this is your moment, so give it 110%!  You want to win this audition!  
c.)  Sing MUSICALLY!  INTERPRET the MUSIC--set the appropriate MOOD!  Showcase your ability to use DYNAMICS!  PROJECT--show them your 'vocal power' in the key musical areas...Don't hold back!  Use appropriate HAND GESTURES while singing--don't be stiff!  ARTICULATE your words clearly--especially during the opening 8 measures of Lean on Me!  FACIAL EXPRESSIONS help you sell the song--be natural, but have a sense of the 'dramatic' during the "Chorus" and funky "Bridge" sections!   STAND-UP TALL--show them how thin and lanky you are, which translates well on television.  EYE CONTACT with judges--especially in opening of "Lean on Me"!  BE CHARISMATIC--think ELVIS! 

d.)  Be prepared to sing Moon Dance and Dream Lover (other audition selections).  Only sing Moon Dance if you're 100% confident that you know ALL THE WORDS!  At the audition, you may have a keener sense as to which of these songs to sing first--trust your instincts.

e.)  During the audition process, BE NICE; FRIENDLY and SMILE--you've got a great personality--let them see it!  Don't be arrogant.  Don't forget to sing MUSICALLY and to SELL the SONGS to the judges/audience.

5.)  Summation:
Most Importantly:  HAVE FUN--if you're enjoying singing, then they'll enjoy your singing!  If they talk to you about going to L.A. and doing the T.V. show you say............YES!  YES!  YES!  If it gets to this point, you're in and you let them know you're in 110%!  Good luck, Matt!  Every performer needs a little 'good luck,' but great performers' make their own luck!
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