[image: image1.jpg]



Suggestions from Steve:  #55
The Hurry-Up-and-Wait Syndrome

In many ways, 'hurry up and wait' has been my personal anthem within the music industry.  It seems that I am always frenetically striving to progress to the next level 'in the business,' only to spend an inordinate amount of time waiting to see if things materialize.  Although this has been a difficult process for me to endure, I forge on none-the-less.

I am a fairly typical 'type A' personality--self-motivated; goal-oriented; intense and somewhat restless ('antsy').  For folks like me, we want success and are willing to work for it.  In the music industry, however, success is an elusive thing--there is often no cause-and-effect relationship for time spent working equaling the attainment of success.  So, what happens is that you spend a lot of time and effort diligently working towards musical success, and then waiting endlessly to see if the things you're striving for will ever come to fruition.  I suppose if you didn't care so much about the outcome of your efforts it wouldn't matter so much, but for many of us, we do care and that's what is so frustrating about the whole ordeal.

So, how does or should someone handle the hurry-up-and-wait syndrome?  For me, I've had to adjust my expectations and realize that no matter how hard I work, I may never experience the degree of musical success that I desire.  

Moreover, I've had to learn to be a far more patient person, which is something (patience) that has never come naturally to me.  'Piers Plowman,' the gentleman who came up with the insightful proverb, "Patience is a virtue" in 1377, was certainly wise beyond the time in which he lived. 

The next time you're feeling that you're not succeeding at a sufficient rate of speed, try to remember that you're working in a complex and illogical field, where it is virtually impossible to determine if and when you'll experience the musical success that you hope to attain.  However, that degree of uncertainty doesn't mean that you should give up and abandon your dreams and musical goals.  Sometimes the only thing you can do is to remember this axiom:  persistence pays dividends provided you remain steadfast and hard-working throughout your own unique musical journey. 
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