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 Suggestions from Steve:  #33
Who is a Musical Hero?

Do you have a musical hero or heroes?  I know that I did when I was a younger person.  My musical heroes inspired me to become a great player--I measured my progress against their musical standards.  As I've gotten older, I've re-evaluated who in fact are deserving of the title, 'musical heroes.'
Is a musical hero a teacher?  Yes, a very 'special' teacher can be a musical hero.  Although there are many music teachers in every community, few are truly worthy of this noble title.  There are always a select number of teachers that make music a transcendent experience for their students.  These teachers aren't preoccupied with political gamesmanship in an academic environment--their focus is exclusively on the musical and personal development of their students.  They impart musical knowledge and wisdom in a motivational, inspirational and creative manner--when you find such a teacher, you will know it.  Your life will be forever changed as music comes alive as it never has before...and may never again.  I've had a couple of these magnificent teachers in my lifetime, and their musical message still resonates deep within my soul.

Is a musical hero a performer?  Most definitely, yes!  Some musicians have that rare performing talent that can captivate and inspire you.  Their ability to create "magic" on their instrument or voice is unparalleled.  People invariably become enamored with the talent of these individuals and some aspiring musicians want to emulate these artists.  If these artists serve to inspire and motivate others in their musical pursuits, then that is a wonderful thing.  I have had several 'musical heroes' in my lifetime, but only one in particular, Dave Brubeck (jazz pianist/composer), proved to be both a marvelous musical talent and an equally nice human being (I had the privilege of working for him and functioning as an opening act).  The other two individuals, who will be nameless, were wonderful musical artists, but unfortunately, didn't live up to their musical hype as people (that's my opinion).  The moral of that story is you can be a gifted artist, but that doesn't necessarily make you a wonderful person, so be careful who you pick as your musical hero.

There are many other individuals in all corners of the globe that are worthy of being musical heroes.  Perhaps it is the National Public Radio (NPR) jazz host, who works part-time  for no pension plan and health benefits (Chris Cooke, Omaha, NE.--KIOS, 91.5 FM); the jazz promoter, who coordinates a phenomenal festival each year (Tim Clark, Omaha, NE.--Omaha Riverfront Jazz and Blues Festival); the truly outstanding Middle School Band director (Bob Jenkins, District 66, Omaha, NE.); the Secretary/Treasurer of the American Federation of Musicians, Local 70-558, Omaha, NE. (Dan Cerveny); the independent record store entrepreneur (Mike Fratt, Homer's Records, Omaha, NE.); the musical attorney (Rob Laughlin, Cardinal Entertainment) and Luigi Waites (jazz artist & educator). 

 These individuals may be considered some of the local 'heroes' in Omaha, Nebraska, because they are all committed to either producing, promoting, selling/distributing, educating and performing music to the very best of their abilities within their community and beyond. 

If someone considers you their 'musical hero,' consider it one of the greatest compliments that you'll ever receive--you are one of their musical inspirations and role models.  If you are fortunate to be designated as such, take your role seriously, as you have a responsibility not only to yourself and your high standards, but to many others who admire your work and your personal integrity.
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