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Suggestions from Steve:  # 21

If They Want You to Play,

Then They Should Pay 
One of the most frequent requests I receive is to perform for some event for free.  The infamous "freebie," has long been a source of irritation to me and to many of my colleagues.  Over the years, I have found that many people have no trouble asking me to donate my time and talents for no compensation.  Alternatively, would these same individuals expect their medical doctor(s); plumbers; electricians; lawyers; etc., to contribute their services for no fee--I sincerely doubt it.

For some reason, many professional people think musicians have nothing better to do with their time than to entertain others for no monetary compensation.  My interpretation of this scenario is that people in professions outside of music don't value our services as much as what they offer their clients.  Now, am I  saying that musicians should never contribute their performing skills for a worthwhile event--"gratis"?  Absolutely not!  In actuality, I believe in participating in events if someone is inclined to do so.  However, assuming that musicians are only too happy to move musical equipment; perform; and then move musical equipment again (if relevant), is quite presumptious.  I should also mention that sometimes these "freebie offers" require substantial travel time as well with no reimbursement to the musician.  Have you recently checked out the price of just one gallon of gasoline these days ($$$$)? 

I think it is important to mention that many of my musical colleagues have studied their craft for many years and have attended music schools (I have a Doctorate in Music degree).  So, when people 'expect' me to perform at their event at no cost, I'm somewhat offended.  I've worked too long and too hard to "give it away for free"  as they say.  If and when I participate in some activity (of my choosing), I'm donating my talents as well as my private time, of which I have precious little of these days.  In reality, when someone asks you to perform for free, they rarely appreciate the magnitude of their request.

In summation, if you are ever asked (and you will be) to play for someone's 'special' event for free one day, do so because you want to, not because you feel obligated to do so.  Remember, it's nice to be charitable, but sometimes you just have to say no.
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