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Find a Great Teacher

In the short and long run, nothing is more beneficial to your musical growth than having a great teacher.  This individual should possess exceptional musical skills in your area of interest and should be able to convey his or her message with insight, understanding and conviction.  

When you begin the process of selecting a teacher, I recommend that you talk to students that play your instrument and take private lessons and ask them relevant questions about their teacher.  In addition, your parents could investigate the teaching pool by asking other parents for a recommendation.  These inquiries should yield several names that would be a potential teacher for you.  Then, I would schedule a private lesson with each teacher and see how their teaching style fits with your personality and musical direction.  

An excellent teacher should always have your best interests at heart.  A teacher with a positive attitude that combines inspiration and motivation with patience, tolerance and good humor could very well be the prototype for the outstanding teacher most students are looking for.  
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I have been very fortunate to have had several “great” teachers during my lifetime, but they were unfortunately, in short supply.  In each case, the teachers’ musical and personal impact on me was profound and extensive.  

During your lifetime, with the exception of your family, close friends, and spiritual leaders, a teacher can also have a tremendous effect on your life.   As I’ve found out, a teacher’s legacy is his or her students and a great teacher is a valuable commodity and someone to be cherished for all time.
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