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The Loss of a Friend

Personal Eulogy for

Ronald J. Bauers
by

Steve Raybine

If you live long enough and are in any field or business for a considerable amount of time, it is inevitable that one or more of your close associates will pass away.  Our dear friend, Ron Bauers, fellow musician; educator; consultant and musical accountant for many of us, died this week (1/12/09) at 60 years of age.  When I first heard of Ron's passing on Wednesday morning, I was in shock and complete denial.  I'm sure that when most, if not all of you first heard the terrible news, that you, too, were stunned and deeply saddened.  Perhaps for many of us, it still seems almost incomprehensible that this vibrant person has passed away.

Ron Bauers was a versatile and talented individual who possessed a great intellect and 'gift' for communication--as a musician; a musical consultant; an educator or as a well-informed citizen of the world.  We shared many thoughtful discussions on a wide range of subjects, but it was our common bond of music that truly solidified our friendship.  

It seems as though Ron was always connected to music in one way or another throughout his life.  His instrument of choice was the guitar, but he also played bass, banjo, mandolin and vibes.  He was a well-known and respected freelance musician who performed with numerous bands, in addition to his occasional work with the Omaha Symphony and with touring Broadway shows that came to Omaha.  For many years, he performed with Tuffy Epstein, first as a vibist beginning in 1964, then as a bassist in his quartet and later in a duo featuring Ron on classical guitar and Tuffy on flute.  For approximately 15 years from 1970 to 1985, they played at the majority of weddings at Beth El Synagogue in town.  As a guitar instructor, he began teaching at Snyder Music circa 1972 and continued with the Dietze Music Company until the present time.  Also, Ron was very proud of his affiliation with the American Federation of Musicians and joined the Omaha Musicians Association, Local 70-558 in July of 1967.  He remained a member in good standing for over 41 years--he truly was a VIP within our musical association.

   Another of Ron's great passions was his work in academia.  His commitment-to and love-for education enabled him to attain many other personal degree titles--I sometimes teased him about all the titles he possessed after his name.  For many years, he taught accounting and other business-related courses at the University of Nebraska-Omaha and was known as a demanding and challenging, yet fair-minded teacher to his students. 

 Another aspect of Ron's expertise in accounting and communication, was his work as a consultant dealing with music union negotiations in conjunction with symphony orchestra contracts throughout the United States.  Many musicians nationwide, ultimately trusted his wise counsel and steady hand in sometimes difficult negotiations.  In these situations, Ron was always ultra-prepared to speak and act eloquently and knowledgeably on behalf of musicians--he was their consummate advocate.  

For many local musicians, he was our trusted and valued musical accountant, who prepared our annual tax statements.  For the last eight years, he did my annual tax returns, which were extremely complicated considering my status as an independently-employed musician.  During that time, he taught me many things about income taxes and the importance of always being completely honest and accurate when keeping my financial records.  It was his unrelenting passion for accuracy and accountability to the statutes of the law that enabled me to endure and pass an IRS audit--something not intended for the faint-of-heart or dishonest people.  Without question, Ron was one of the most honorable individuals I've ever had the privilege of knowing during my lifetime.

Ron's great joy in life was the birth of his son, David.  He became a father later in life (mid 50's) and was a loving and devoted dad.  Whenever I would see Ron in the last several years, he would show me pictures of David and tell me stories about how bright and inquisitive he was.  As a father, myself, I was thrilled that Ron got to experience the joys of fatherhood, even though it was for too short of time. 

As I think about Ron's life and legacy, one word keeps coming back to me--integrity.  Ron had an uncompromising inner strength and fervent commitment to being a person of honor; honesty; loyalty; generosity; patience and kindness.  He was a rare and unique individual in a world where too many people abandon their core values and think only about themselves.  Ron was a service-oriented person who enjoyed helping others.  He was always supportive of his friends and associates musical endeavors and was an unselfish person who treated people with respect and dignity, but you had to earn it.  I hope that I earned Ron's respect by being the kind of person that he personified.  Like all of you, who knew and cared about Ron, I will dearly miss him, but I know that I've become a much better person for knowing him.  Rest in peace Ron, you may be gone, but you'll never be forgotten. 
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