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Suggestions from Steve:  #63

Once a Mentor, Always a Mentor

Today (10/13/07), one of my previous college students (Doyle Tipler) had his wedding party.  Doyle was the 'star' trumpet player in my university jazz ensemble during my years as a college assistant professor (1990-2000).  However, it took several years of hard work for both of us to see him blossom into a gifted jazz improviser.  By his junior year, Doyle was receiving outstanding solo award distinctions at major jazz festivals where our jazz ensemble competed.  In fact, students from other universities would approach me and compliment Doyle's improvisational skills--a proud moment for any jazz band director.

Another of my very gifted college students from years gone by, Chris Acker (a close friend of Doyle's), asked me if I would play a few tunes for Doyle's wedding reception--I gladly accepted.  This wasn't a paying gig for me, but it was a very special moment in my student's life that I was asked to participate in.  As one of Doyle's primary mentors during his college years, I was grateful for the opportunity to once again share my time and talents for Doyle and his new bride, LeAnn.

One of the precepts of my philosophy is to mentor my students, regardless of age.  Even when the student is no longer studying with me, if the opportunity arises when I can once again mentor or assist them in any phase of their life, I will always try to be there for them.  This is what a true mentor does--monitors the happiness, health and overall well-being of his or her students throughout each of their lives.  If I do this for them, I believe that one day, they too, will do it for someone else.  I believe in leading by example and by doing so, establishing a tradition whereby the torch of mentorship will be passed from teacher to student.  
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