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The Music Business:

If You Survive, You May Thrive
As I observe the many 'hopeful' faces of young musicians ready to embark upon their professional careers, I can't help but wonder how many of them will actually survive the trials and tribulations inherent within the music industry.  I wish that I could tell them that rejection is commonplace in the music field and that they shouldn't take it personally.  However, many of them do and they let other people and circumstances derail their musical dreams and aspirations (it's pretty hard not to, unfortunately).

So, how do you adequately prepare someone to persevere throughout the many difficult obstacles that they will undoubtedly encounter during their professional music career?  Do you tell them to "Tough it out"; uttter the ever-famous phrase, "When the going gets tough, the tough get going," or share with them some other seemingly appropriate cliche?  I suppose any of these 'catch phrases' may work for awhile, but over the long haul, it will take more than a brief inspirational cliche to keep someone on their musical path.

With all of my motivated performance-oriented students beginning in Middle School (grades 7 & 8), I slowly acclimate them to the potential "ups-and-downs" of the music business.  In essence, this gradual process helps them better understand that music is a complex business as well as an art form. 
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 They develop a reality-based perception of the music business at an early age, rather than being older and naive about the harsh realities that exist within the music industry.  Although I can't protect my students from the unpredictable situations they may encounter, they should be psychologically prepared to handle themselves in a mature and professional manner if and when those situations arise.  If they can do this, perhaps they will be one of those individuals that not only survive, but thrive within the music business. 
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