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Suggestions from Steve:  #39

Preparation Requires Prior Planning
I recently had a recording session for two individuals upcoming CD and during the 3 hour session, it occurred to me that I was happy that I was thoroughly prepared for it.  The people that asked me to play vibe parts for their CD gave me substantial latitude as to what I would play on each of my tracks.  They were kind enough to drop off a CD of the vocal tracks and other rhythm section parts that I would be augmenting with my vibe parts.  Moreover, they gave me what I would describe as a vocal sketch outline of the lyrics and the chord changes for several of the pieces I was to record.  On one of the tracks, however, I did receive a complete part as to what they wanted me to play, which made that piece the easiest to prepare for.  With all of this musical information, I then began my exhaustive preparation for my three other vibe tracks, as I wanted to present them with something musically intriguing, creative and appropriate for the various songs that I was involved on.

When someone asks you to contribute your talents to their CD, it is one of the highest compliments that they can give to you.  In essence, they are trusting your musical talent and intuition to enhance their CD with your playing and your creativity.  

Because I always aspire to give 110% of myself to each musical project that I'm involved in, I prefer being very prepared as opposed to 'winging it' or being under-prepared.  I feel more comfortable in a session when I have something 'special' to offer musically with each track, which necessitates that I practice a variety of approaches to each song long before the session occurs.  I did a great deal of experimentation in my studio, as I tried different vibraphone techniques, harmonic outlining procedures, etc., before I was generally pleased with how my parts interacted with the various tracks.  Furthermore, I suggested that the people that were hiring me stop over at my house for a preview of my musical ideas prior to the session.  I figured by doing so, I would benefit from their feedback and insights about what I was envisioning for my parts.  In the final analysis, I was grateful that I had prepared so thoroughly, and that I had them listen to the parts I had worked on for each of the songs that I was to record.

During the preview of my vibe parts with my employers, they liked many of my ideas.  Interestingly, they had very specific assessments of most things that I played, which was generally helpful to me as I could then crystallize my interpretation on the various songs.  Many times, the people that hire you give you limited input as to what they're looking for, but these folks were just the opposite--they were very proactive in sharing their opinions about my melodic embellishments; solo fills; an improvised solo; chord voicings; etc.  I was glad that I had prepared so completely for this session, because they had very high expectations of what they envisioned for the vibe parts.  

Certainly, the principle of "preparation requires prior planning" worked to my advantage, in addition to my willingness to have them assess and evaluate my ideas prior to the session.  Remember:  when someone is hiring you for their recording session, you need to check your 'ego' at the door.  Your ultimate goal is to please your employers and to make a significant musical contribution to the project. 

The recording session was a smashing success, because I was able to assimilate and incorporate their ideas in conjunction with my own interpretation, phrasing and original ideas.  Everyone at the recording session was artistically enthusiastic about what transpired during the 3 hour recording session.  In summation, I sincerely recommend that when you are asked to record for someone someday, that you prepare properly prior to the session if you have the opportunity to do so.  By doing so, you will give yourself the chance to explore many musical options that you may inadvertently overlook if you don't spend sufficient time rehearsing or working with the song before your recording session.
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