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Metronome Usage’s Precision Timekeeping
When you practice, you should be using your metronome at all times!  In order to establish excellent time-keeping skills, it is essential to CONSISTENTLY use the metronome.  I recommend a digital metronome, because it is much more accurate than the old wind-up metronomes, which have a tendency to fluctuate and be somewhat erratic.

Once you set the metronome to a specific tempo, such as a quarter note =’s 88, the metronome enables you to hear that steady pulse (which should be maintained) while practicing the music.  Establishing a strict tempo and synchronizing your playing to that tempo/pulse should help you to avoid the tendency to rush (play too fast), or conversely, to drag (play too slowly)—both of which are unacceptable during a performance.  Therefore, after very deliberate practicing with a metronome (over a period of time), your ability to execute music with excellent time-keeping skills will be accurate and intuitively precise.  So, with your best metronome, turn it on; tune it in; and work with it, work with it, again and again. 

Repeat after me this tongue-twisting “Ode to a Metronome”:  My marvelous metronome makes me a master of many tempos.  Again:  My marvelous metronome makes me a master of many tempos.  Again:  My marvelous metronome makes me a master of many tempos.  Again. 
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