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Suggestions from Steve:  #29
The End is Near

Why do you suppose I tell my students to overpractice the endings to their musical pieces?  You're right--it's the last thing people remember when they hear you perform a song.  Therefore, isn't it logical that the endings to each piece you play should be stunning and precise?  Yes, of course it is! 

Many music students are preoccupied with repetitive practicing of the earlier portions of a music composition and unfortunately, neglect the latter parts of the song.  They oftentimes fail to comprehend the piece in its totality and by doing so, can inadvertently under practice the last 1/3 of the song.   
By doing so, they ultimately miscalculate the 'lasting effect' the ending section has on their audience.  When someone is inclined to practice only the earlier parts of a song, the ending naturally suffers from lack of attention, which results in a strong piece with a weak ending.  Over the years, I've heard far too many pieces that have been significantly marginalized by a poorly played ending or ending section.  It is important to remember that an otherwise well-played composition can be completely invalidated by an ending that is riddled with errors.  

I recommend that students and professionals sometimes work backwards on a composition in order to focus on the ending section, rather than the beginning of the piece.  By doing so, they can allocate sufficient practice time and attention to that portion of the piece that sometimes gets neglected and overlooked.  Hopefully, this process will prove to be beneficial to the overall consistency of the entire composition.
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