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Suggestions from Steve: #11

When In Doubt, Read the Music

How often has this scenario occurred:  the music student can't play the correct rhythm or melody as he/she tries in vain to rely on their memory for the answer and their memory or aural skills are failing them.  No matter how many times they go over the music in their mind or are coached by an instructor in rote fashion (repetitive process), the correct rendition eludes them.

In this instance, what can the student do in order to correct the musical problem?  Answer:  READ THE MUSIC!  When all else fails, there is no substitute for being able to correctly read and interpret the music.  At some point in every student's musical evolution, they will need to rely upon their music reading skills.  As the student improves with his/her technique and proceeds beyond the elementary phases of their music studies, the music becomes more difficult and challenging.  Thusly, they will undoubtedly need to be able to refer to the music; read the music; and interpret the music in order to play it correctly.  

The inability to read music is a significant hindrance to any musicians' progress as a soloist or as an ensemble member.  In summation:  each student needs to take personal responsibility for learning how to read and interpret music accurately.  This process can and should be learned 

before the student hits the "proverbial wall" and becomes profoundly frustrated with their inability to grasp the written music.  It's always advantageous to develop "your ear" (aural listening skills), but there is no substitute for actually being able to read the printed music.  Being able to accurately read music (rhythms, notes) will accelerate your musical progress and will give you the mental ability to function competently in all musical situations throughout your evolution as a musician. 
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